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WxnNl!:SDAY, November 30, 1853. 

The Senate wns called to order by the President pursuant to 
adjournment-prayer by lht: Chaplain-roll called-quorum 
present. · 

'l'he journal of yesterday was read and adopted, 
Mr. McDa\le presenled lhe petition of Jesse L. McCrocklin, 

asking for land; referred to lhe committee on Private Land 
Claims. 

Mr. Weatherford presentded the petition of snodry ci1izens of 
Dal las county, praying for the passage of a special net to authOr
ize the county t'Ourt to levy a s~cial tax for the erection of a 
courthouse; referred to the commmee on Finnnce. 

Also, the petition of sundry citizens o{ Ellis county, praying 
for the organfaation of a new co11nty; r.eferred to the committee 
on Oonnties and County Boundaries. 

Mr. Millican presented the petition of Earl Peirce and Horatio 
E. Peirce, asking for land; referred to the committee on Private 
Land Claims. . 
. Mr. Martin presented the petition of James H. Dyer, asking 
for land; referred to the committee on Priv11te Land Claims. 

Also, the petition of John P . .IJ,ushing, asking for land j re
ferred to the same committee. 

Mr, P!lSchal, chairman of thi, committee on Internal Improve. 
m.ents, mnde the following report ; 

'To the Hon. :M. D. K. TAYLOR, 

Pr~ident of the Senate: 
The committPe on Internal Improvements, to whoin was rti• 

(erred the bill entitled an act to provide for the construction of 
the Mississiupi and Pacific Rnilrond, have had tile same under 
'OOllsiderttlion, and I am instructed by a majority of the commit
tee to report the following- amendments to the bill, and to recom
mend to the Senate the passag-e o.f the hill ~1.,ith the amendments. 

'I'he amendments proposed by the eommlltee are, first, to strike 
Ollt "sixteen," wherever the same moy occnr before "sections 11 

in said original bill, and to insert in lieu thereof "twenty;" also, 
to strike out" twelve," wherever it occurs before '' months," and 
to ins1nt in lieu thereof" eighteen.'' They also p~opose to 11men d 
the second section by inserting after the word '' Texa!,'' in the 
third line, "so lonir as they shall rem11in the propertr of the 
State.;'' also, strike -l'>ut '' be,'' in the sixth line of the third r.ac
h~n. Amend the sixth section by inserting after '' corporate," 
tlnrd line, "for and durin~ the term of ninety-nine years." 

K 
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'I'he ·committee propose the. foilowing as a substitute for the 
ninth section of the original bill: 

"S11:c: 9. Be it further enacted, Th.it said contr~ctors shall 
have power to orgnnize said company, by calling· a ·meeting of 
the stockholders at snch time and Jllace as they m1,1y deem expe
dient, to. elect n board of directors, to consist of not exceeding fif
teerr members, one of whom shall be chosen by the direct-0rs to 
net as Presid,mt. And said direc1ors, so elected, shall have power 
to appoint such other officers i:.nd agents as they may think pro• 
per, and to adopt such by-laws ns may be necessary, not iucon: 
sistent with the Constimtion of the Uuited States llor the Consti
tution and laws of the Siate of Texas, n copy of which by-laws· 
shall be filed with the Sei:retary of State, and 'flllblished in at 
lenst three newspapers in this Stnte·; to providP. for the meetings 
or the board of directors; appoint and dismiss officers a11il agents; 
regulate the manner of voting of stor.kholders ;• direct the man
ner in which shares shall be sold, transferred or forfeited; to es• . 
tahlish from time to time mies and charges for the trausporlation 
of frl'ight nnd passengers; to make, have. and use a common seal, · 
and alter the s11rne at pleasure i issue bonds of not less thail fivu 
hundred nor mo~e than one thousand dollars; to borrow money· 
upon the b11n<ls of the co·mpa.flr; or otherwise, for the purp~e of 
eonstrnctine: said road, with power 10 mortg11'ge the same to tse
cure the payment of said bonds and loans with the interest there
on; provided, that at the first el~ction-of direr.tors, ns hP,rein pr'o- . 
'Vided, the contractors shall regulate the manner in which stock-
holders shall vote." . 

Your committee would offer the followiog as a substitute for 
the tenth Sl'ction : · 

'' SEC. 10. · Be it further enacted, That said· compRny may 
construct it_s• road over or across nny strearn, or body of wo.ter, 
road, highway, or across any other roilro11d1 and throngh any 

'··lands owoe-4 by individuals nr corporations. And in all cases 
where lands helonging to ind.iv1d11t1I~ or corporations shall be 
tnken by said oompanJ' , it shall be lnwful for the o\vner or agent 
of such person or corporati0n to sppenr before the district court 
of the cotmty where snch lands 11re sitnate, when the damageS 
,dnimP,d Rmount lo one . huudred doilars or more, or before the 
nearest justice of the pea~e·\vhen the damages are one hunded 
•dollars or les~. · And sRid snit shall pr~ceeu nnd be conducted 
nrcording to the laws in force reg-ulating- prcceedings in the dis· 
·t.ric.t courts, and in justices' courts, as tl1e ·case ruay be. And 

, thn question of dama!:!:es shall be tried by a j1ny, sworn and em
,;,anel.led o.s usnal in said court, to assess the damages caused by 
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taking- s11ch lnods; nnd said j1Hy in considering their verdict, 
shall take into coo~ideration whether lhe r.nhanced va_lue of the 
tesidue ol the land beloni:ring to such person or corporation has 
not Le~n, by means of snirl road, incniased iu umount equal to 
the damages sustained ; nud if so, the·y slrnl I render a verdict in 
favl>r of sf\id companv- otherwise1 ag-ainst ir 1 for· the omount of 
damages which he, ~1ic1 or they may l1av~ sustained. Provided, 
that iu no case shal I said company be bound to pay costs if it 
satisfactorily proves that an amount equal to the damages assess
ed by the verdict of the jury was tendered to the par1y suing be
,fore the institntion of the suit; and the poyment of such dam
nges, beforu or after a judgmP.nt, shall operale so ns to vest in said 
eompany n full and complete title to such land, not exceeding 
thre-, hundred feet in width." 

Ynur committee recommend thnt sec1ions ll, 12, 13 and 14 be 
·f'trick•Jtl 011t altogctl,er, and thnt section 15, to be numbered 11, 
he so amended ns to strike out all that part <,f the section coming 
utter the word '' pror1erty,'' in the four1l1 line, for tbe reason that 
the provisions of these s"ctions are embraced in the general \i,w 
tPg-nlating railroads ill 'L'exas, approved February 7th, A. D. 
1853. 

They ,propose to nmend the 10th section, by numbering the 
~am1, 12; also, hy inserting after the word "company," in the 

, first line, 11 person or persons;" also, t.,y ini;erting" three" in plaqe 
·of" two.'' before "hundred'' in the third line; nlso, by adding af-
ter 1he word "amount," 10th line,'' within the time herein pre-
11cribed said contract shall be nnll and void, and;" nnd also, that 
the following words, to wit: "set oside said contract, 11nd,U be 
stricken out. 

Amend the 17th section by nn mbering- it 13; in place of ''G o· 
Vernor," in the first line, insert "comp,1ny;" insert 11thirty" in 
place of" twenty" before "miles" in third line; strike ont. 11or" in 
the sixth line; strike out "an umonnt of lanu" in the 7th line ; 
and also add, as a proviso, after ''finished" in the las~ line, "pro
vided, said road shall cross the '1'rinily river on or south of the 
32u parallel ot north latitude." 

For section 18 of the original bill, your committee offer as,. 
substitute the follo\Ving, 10 be numliereu section 14 : 

· SP-c.' 14. That all of the vacant nuu unappropriated public 
lands belo1wino- to lhe State of Texas, east of 1he lO~~d deo ree 

~ ~ 0 

· of lot1Q;il11do west from Greenwich, nnd embraced between the 
l.1titndes 31 nnd 33 de~rees north; and a!I of the vacant and tlll· 
,11lpropriated lnucl belonQ;in!? to the State west of the 103d de
·gree of longitude, aud en1braced between the parallels of latitude 
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30 de1(31 l'ninares and 32 deg. north h1titude, be nnd the same 
is hereby held in resurve by ·the State for lhe purposes herein :sel 
forth, unt it the tract of said road is Jocnted by said compau y ; 
from arid after which time there_ !!hAII be held in reserve by the 
Slate, for the purposes above set forth, all of the vacant ond unap
prc,priated land belonging to the State, lying within thirty miles 
on each side of said road, until the some is surveyed nnd located 
tn accordance with the provisions of the 17th section of thi11 net; , 
proYided, that iC there should not be o.sufficient amount o( va
cant lnd unbppropriatcd land belonging to the State embraced in 
the above last reservation to folly satisfy the amount of land to 
,irhich_11aid company may-be entitled by virtue of a compliuoce 
\f'ith the provisions of this act, that the Go't'ernor cause to be is
sned by the Commissioner of lhe Geneml I,11ndoffice certificntes 
for si.i: hundred nnd Cotty acres ench to aaid 1:ompnny for the bal
••nce they may be entitled to, whicb mny he located upon any 
nther vacant ancl unappropriated land helooging to the Statet in 
such manner that no two seer.ions shall join except nt one corner, 
at the p1oper cost and charges ofnid company or their assigns, 
which shnl1 ba patented <o said company as other lnnds: pro
:vided, that 1he alternate sections herein reserved to thP. State1shall 
Bo continue to be reserved to the use of the State until otherwise 
directed by law; and fmther provided, that said snrveys shall be 
tnade in a square, ,aud those adjoining the road shall front one 
mile th4!reon, and ·no n1ore,· 1rnless preveuted by surveys made 
·p,.~vious 10 the passage ohh;s act. . . · 

Sections 19, 20 and 21, they propose to amend by numbering 
them 151 16 and 11, res;,eetiTely. . · 

From the foregoing amendments it will appear tbat yonr com• 
mitlee propo!!e to increooe the ,donutions of l1nd to twenty sec
tions, inste_od of sixteen, as provided in the ongit1al bill. In the 
opinion of the col'nmit-tee the additional four sectionR proposed to 
be given, might be justified by (he importance and magnitude of 
the worl, intended tn be secured; but they have not been uoin
iloenced by the -consideration that another amendment devolves 
the expense of 1,urveying the t\venry seetions, 11s well as twenty 
oltel'nate sect-ions fonhe government, upon the company in~tead 
of the State, os proposed in ihe originnl bill. · The extent ,ind 
valne of the donation, however, eompared with the incnkul11ble 
1,ienefit 10 ·be derived from the construction of the ~real Atlantic 
.and Paeific Railroad thmugh 'Texas, will be more Jully consider-
-ed tn a Sll'bseqnent.part of this report. · 

Yonreommittee would here state the rerlsons which have in
dui=ed a majorrty of the aommittee to recommend to the Senate 
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the adoption of the sevcrnl most importnnt amendments. The 
originnl hill 1limits the time for the constrnclion of the first set'
tion of fifly miles of the rond to twelve months from the dny of 
the contrnct. 1'0 yonr r.nmmitlee the period appeared too short. 
Mnch labor 11nd considerable delay m11s1 nece~~nril}' nccnr be. 
fore the work can actually be commenced. The line of the 
rond must first be located; and this, perhaps, will involve the ne
ctssity of several surveys, or reconnoissances from the Mississippi 
River 10 El Paso, if not to the Pacific Ocean. Anolher cause of 
delay mny be npprehended from a delay on the port of Congress 
in grnnting the right of w11y through the territory of l'iew lfrxi
co. If to these cnn!'es of delay he added the uncP-rtainly of the 
navi_a-ation of Red River, upon which the iron for the first secuon 
mnst be eonveyed, we shall readily perceive lhe importnnce of 
~xt~nding the time for the completion of the first section to eigh• 
teen months. 

The original bill provideS' for depositing two hundred thou
lland dollars hy lhe contrucrors wi1h the Trearnrer of the Staie, 
lo be lorfelled in .case the first section of the root.I Le not construc
ted in the terms of the contrnet. Your commiw:e think 1he sum 
too small, and hnve recorr.mende.d nn umount requiring a deposit 
of three hnnd red thonsnnd dollnr~. A minorily of the committee 
were even of the opinion that a slill larger deposit should be e:lC• 
11c1ed as a forfeit. 

'rhe sectiou offerr.d by the committee ns a stthstitnte for sec. 
tion lS of the original bill, provides for the resenrafion of. tho 
1le11rest lands wi1hin two cle~rees of latilnde eRst of the eastern 
line of New Mexico, nnd one rrnd R half degrees west of ttiat 
line, uatil the track of the ro:id shall ha,·e heen located tmd de
clitred, when the reservation is to extend thirty miles on each 
side of tl1e road. The reservation emhraces th111 portion of tho 
co11ntry lying between the parnllel~ of latitude 31.;i and 33° 
north and cnst ot the l03dr., of lon!!itude west from Greenwicht 
and between 30Q 3'l' and 32° northwei:1 of said degree of lon
g11ude •. It 1s not douLted that the track of 1he road, for the 
greater portion of the distance, mnst pass nearly through th~ 
centre of this reservation. It is further provided, that the vacant 
lnnds within the reservt>d thirtv miles on each side of the road, 
11re to be surveyed into ~eclions of 640 acres ea<'h by the com
pany, which is.to recPive Ifie 11ltcrn11te 8ections, to the extent of 
lwentv sections per mile, if there he .a snfllcient number ot the 
alter,{ate sections; if nor, then the company is to receive tile ha l
ance in c.1;1rtificntes, to be \or-11ted in the same mnnner, on o1hr.r 
'-'&cant lands of the S.tnte. Thus, it will be seen, 11ltern.ate sei> 
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tions are lert to the use of the State, the dispos11r of wl1icl1 shonlct 
become au object of !'erious consideration w11l1 the present Le. 
gislalure. TIie reservation provided fol' in this section appear~ to 
your comm:ttce highly necessary to secure the iutcrcst of the 
compauy and the State, and n1nrt, effectually to nccomplish the 
great objects intended to be allained: If left open for locations 
and entne~. the first incl1ca:ioo of tlrn route i11te11ded for the trnck 
of tbe rOHd would draw along the whole line hordes of specula
tors, who would aprropriate to themselves the best of the la11ds 
a11d deprive the State of the great ad vantages which it urny r1:a
sonablv hope to reidize by rc,\son of the enhanced value of the 
ulternate sections, as wel I us lo take from the company Ollf! of tho 
:strongest inducements whic-h the Stote offers for the co11structioL1 
of the road through its limils, 

lt will also be seen tlrnt your comm11tee rer.ommend the ori
ginal bill to be so nrnended as to require the roncl-'to cross the Trill• 
it'{ River on or south of the thi·rty-second parallel of north I aliw 
tude. In ~his amendment n minority of the com!11ittee did not 
concur; but to n majority of the Crymmittec the amendmen? 
seems necessary, as well on account of the centre of the presenD 
popnlntion of die State, ns on nccmrnt r,f two importE!inl rnilroads
uow in the prn2:ress of constrnclion, in the direcli:on of the east
ern linll of Texas, thrnu)!h the adioining S!afe of Louisiana. 
"\Ve mean the New Orleans and Opelousas R,ti];oad, which is in·
te1Jded to reaah the Sabine on or south of the thirty-second p11r• 
11.ilcl of noqh latitude; and the road projected and leading 
:!trough the upper part of J.,011isiana1 from Vicksburg-, by way of 
Shreveport, to the eastern lioun,lary of Tex,1s. 'I'he first of 
thesJ roadti connectiug- ns witl1 the most imp,,rtant commercial 
city of 1h,J so11tl1; nnd the last named connecting 11s directly, by 
a seric:s of railfoads, complctL:J•nnd ~!tartly lo be completed, with 
1he five great sonll1ern States of Soll th Carolina, Georgia, Flor:
·1.b, A lab,1111a and Mississippi, from which we receive a larg-c por· 
tioll of our most valu:lble immigrant populatiou, forms a consid• 
era1io11 too important to be overlooked in tile locatio11 of the 
c:reat Atlantic aud Paci lie 1·oad. A mnjority of your committee, 
;0 for from believing that this requireme11t will operate as arrim· 
~dimeut to the coustruction o( the cont~mplated road through 
Ll1e limits of our State, are iuclint d to the b::I ief that it will briug 
into uuited and hurmorJ1011~ nction more Statc:s and larger inter· 
ests tlrnu any other proposed rou!e. . 

. Yonr committee are unwillin~ to conclude this report witbont 
· dwellin~ more ln.rgely.ou the i;nportance to us of ser.urini the 
. cunstruclion of tht! Atlantic and Pacific road throngh our State 
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nnd of presenting some of the advantnges wl1icl,, iis a State, we 
may tiope to realize in the futn re as n necessary consequence 
resulting from the altninrnr.nt of this great object. At the pre
sent day to nndertake to demonstrate that rnilror1ds create wealth 
nnd proi::perit y wherever they are constrncted, won Id be as idle 
11s to attempt to ·show that tl1e earth, if properly cultivated, 
would :yield the productions ne-c<'ssary for the ~11 rport, pros. 
perity ~ud lrnppiness of mnn. Not more certainly does the 
earth enrich the industrious husbandma11 will, its bountifnl sup
plies than 1h11t n railroad enriches nil tho~e who am in a position 
to be benencted hy its advantoges; therefore, withmit stopping 
to dwell npou th.u immeme impetus t{l commerce nnd prosperity 
t','i'try where imparted by .the constrnctiou 0f rniln1nds, or to con· 
1,ider the poli1icnl infllleuce which 1he construc1ion of the con, 
templated road 1hro11gh onr Stare wonld Etdd to the Sonthem 
_8tates of the coi:rfederucy, we fb11I I proceed to consider the in
flnence i-uch a road wou Id have npou the prosperity mid wen hh 
of.Texas. Possessed, as the Stule is, of more thnn 102,(100,000 
11cres of pnL1ic domuin, en1bracing everr varie1y of soil and cli
mate in the temper.ate zone, having a seaconst of more than five 
hnndred miles, and e,aeu<liug from e.ist to the west in the dj. 
recti:m of the Pacific shotP nbout eight hundred miles; inter
~pPrsed with forest~, i1llnviGt1s rich prairiei;, und mou11t.1ins 
.aboundi~g in mineral prod,:ctions, it will readily be seen that 
Texas has all the elemeu1s of a grrat .1nd prosp('rons State. 
ihat which is wan<in(l' 10 CJJnvcrt these elements into so manv 
ilOUrces o( uctoal weatii1 nnd prosperity, are the facil.iti~s of inter
commuuicalion and popnlntiu11 . Our vatit extent oI l'icb and 
vacant !anus is unoc-eupicd and use le~., fnrthe want of the fncili
ties of tra11sporti11g uur products to market; the pines of onr·for• 
est are valueless, be-cau~e they cannot be transported to the fertile 
prairies of the west,. where d1ey ~re wan1i11g, nnd where Ibey 
might readily be j':llUVerted i11to gnld; nn<l our mineral produc
tions lie n~eless arid imbe<l<led in the e:uth for the want of pope
lation to bring them to.] i!!hl and convert l11l'm to the uses of m,in. 
It is confidenilv believed that the .construction of the !!feat rwtio1i• 
al road to tbe ·Pacific Ocean throu~h Texas, would i,ring with it' 
11 tide of pop11lat1,,n and wenllh such 11s was never b1;fore wit
~1essed in a newly sealed country. A well-r.,g-ulated syst~m of 
lnterunl improvements wonld euahl"' e,'ery import:111t point in 
tile Slate 10 conni>ct with snch road, and thus the btmefits of tile 
road might bedilfnsed thrnn!!'hnnl thee11!irnS1ate. 

The donatinn of land~, though litr!);e, are inconsi<le:rnbie when 
compared with the advantages which the'S!ate would inimeJi.ite• 
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1)1 derive from the construction of the rond. Supposing rhe main 
trnnk of the road to be eight hundred miles in length, no more 
than 10,000,000 acres land under the bill would be required 
for its construction. This would still le11ve us _a public domain 
of 92,000,000 acres. Of this, 101240,000 would be of the 
reserved alternate sections, lying on each side of the main road, 
and the enhanced value of which would make them worth noi 
less than fifteen million dollars. It we reserved to the use of the 
State these alrernate sections, on account of their increased value, 
r.nd shotild proceed to encourage a just and liberal system of in
ternal Improvements, by donations of lands, we should find our 
domain amply sufficient to accomplish at the same rate, every 
road desired in Texas. It would only require 39,400,000 oi;;res, 
at twenty sections per mile, to construct three thousand miles or 
road. This wouid leave to the State 43,360,000 acres of vecani 
land, besides the reserved sections amounting to·l0,240,000 acres. 
Giving to ten thousand pre-emptors 320 acres e11ch1 aud allow
ing 1:800,000 acres to cover unknown claims, and we should still 
have 3B,360,000 acres left, besides the alternate sec1ions, With 
the ,treat Pacific road passing eight hundred miles throngh Tei:
I\S1 ttnd three thousand miles of road connecting thi9 with the 
various p,trts of the State, it is impossible to place- o correct esti
mate on the domain which would then remain to the :State. But 
supposing the same should only be worth one dollnr per acre, 
and certainly this is a low estim,1te, We 1>hm1hl have n domaiu 
which- would realize to the State ~48,000>000. 'l'his, invested 
for the purpose of nidin2" in tlie construction of other railroads, 
in loans of ten thousand dollars per mile, would aid in the con-
11trlictiou of 418UO miles additional road ; and at fl ve per cent. in-
1erest, would yield to the State 2,400,000, annually-an amount 
sufficient to educate every child in the State, and to defray the 
expenses of the government wiLhont one doll□r of taxation upon 
d1e people. Your commiuec do not menu to be understood as 
saying that so large a quantity- as tweuty $ections of land per 
mile should be given for all railroads. We believe that tbe moEt 
liberal advocate of the policy of donating lands for the construe-

. fion of railroads hl\S not claimed I.hat more should he given than 
sixteeu sections per mi 1e, except for 1hc main Pacific trun'<, and 
one or two of its l>rnnches; nor wonld yoQr committee be uoder
srond as saymg that 8,600 miles of railroad will at any time hP. 
1u•cessary for the S1ate of Texris. They believe that with the 
ni11in truuk of the Pacific road, exlendirig- from the eastern lina 
of Tex.ns to the Rio Grnnde, at or near El Paso, fonr thou&llnd 
Jnites additional road, judicious! y constructed, would bring e!~ry 

q ,., 



113 

yillage and towr., which is now or may hereafter l]e in the Slate, · 
within thirty miles of a railroad. The instances given· of the 
qnantitr of land which might be donated, and the eitent of road 
thfLl might be co11strnc1ed, are only inteudtcl to present inn for
midable light the inexlrnns1ible resources or the Slate, present 
and folnre, which might be hro11~ht_to aid i11 the constrnction of 
internal improvements. The theme is a pleasing one, and when 
studied, presen1s to the mind o~ the philauthropist nnu stnlesman 
a pictnre, in thP. future, of national wealth, prosperity aud great
ness beyond descrip1ion. 

Your commillee are not unmindful that a certain class of per
sofls, and some exf'-rcising political influence, view this subject 
in a different light. They readily admit that our domain in its 
present state is worthless, and would be willin~ to give it all 
awny, 'provided it did not enrich the drones. 'I'hey udmit the 
importance and even necessity of the contempla1ed work-but 
say that twenty sections of laud per mile would bs too J!Feat a 
bonus to give for th11 constrnccion of the rnnd; not that the bo: 
nus is uow great, but th,1t it would become great by the comple
tion of the very wotk intended to be secured. Tbey say, when 
the road is comple1ed, the donations hi land will repay the entire 
amount expended in its construction, and therefore the bonus is 
too liberal. 'J'he posilion may be true, and for the sake of argu• 
tnent we will admit 1t to be tru~, that the ]ands dona,ed will re
imburse the t;_ntire cost of the road ; but it does not follow that 
the Stale would be loser, or lhat it would not be greatly bene
filled. 

Let 11!1 suppose the cost of the Mississippi and Pacific ro:id 
thronih Texas to be $16,000,000, nnd that the lands donnled by 
the State wonld become of eqnat value by the time the road i8 
completed, 1vhat would be the benefit or consideration received 
by the State for the lands which she had donated 1 In the first 
place, the rand itself would co11stitute a part of the na1ion11I do
main or weallh of the State, and would have a value of $16,000, 
000. Th3 eminent domain of the !antis donated would still l'C· 

Illain in the Si.1re and constitLHe a part of the wealth· of the State, 
equal to $16,CI0U,000. The al tern ale sections reserved to the use 
or 01e Staie would be of eqnal value, making the further sum of 
$16,0U!l,OOO. As yet we have said nothing- uf the enhanced 
"al lie along the whole line of tbe road, or private property, nor 
0 fthe wcafth of •he immiirnnt population, which would 11atu• 

rally sett!e the wild tmd uncultivated lnnds on either side of the 
ro11d. As 10 what would he the iucreased value of private pro
l'erty along the line of t1'": road, or U-1e wealth brought into the 

L 
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country by the ,immigrant population, tnust be n runtier of. cnn
jecture; but your committee believe they are far within the 
bounds of ,robnbility when they stnte it nt over $100,0UO,OOO in 
the first eight years after the commencement of.the road .. Thus 
making the 11ddition.to the wealth of the State along the liue of 
the road, for thirty miles on each i::ide, $148,000,000. If the al
ternate sections reserved to the Stole be sold, this whole amount 
would be plnced upon the assessment roll for taxation, and nt 
one-tenth-of one per cent., or one.mill on the dollar, would yield 
to the State $148,000 per annum taxes; and at our prfsent rate 
of taxes, would yield an annual reveuue of $370,000: Thus we 
see thnt the State would be ~ainer, whatever mi,zht be the in
creased value of the land doll6\ed to the company for the CO~· 
:struetion of the road. · 

Your committee might pursue this subject ftltlhPr, but _they. 
helieve.thnt enough has been said to call the atl('ntion of mem· 
hers to the more prominent reasons which have induced them-to 
recommend the passoge of the bill. 

All of which is respeclfnlly submitted. 
. t I. A. PASCHAL, Chairn1an, 

On m6tio~ o{ Mr. Br~•an,.~00 copies of the bill w~re ordered 
to be printed, with brackets suirounding the amendme~ts offeied 
by che committee. , ll , . 

Mr. PaschRI, from the same ce>mriliUee, made th!} followingre• 
port: 

'rhe committee on Internal Improvements; to whom was re
ferred ll bill snpplepientory to nn act to establish the Galveston, 
Honston and Henderson RailroRd Company, have had the same 

· under considerution, and have instructed me to report the same 
to the Senate with the following ameudmeilt1 and recommend its 
passage: 
. Amend the first section by striking out" five," in the 13th line, 

and ·insert" twentv '! in lien I hereof. . 
rrhe hill is iutended to ·pJoca tbis rond on the same footin!?" with 

O.trer railroads in the State, in respect to [l donation of eighl sec- ' 
tiot1s of land per mile on the part of the State. Your committee. 
can -see no ;rood reason why this shonld not be done, os the rond, 
ifhuilt, will be ofgrellt pnblic benefit. AIi of which is respect· 
fnllv ,snhmittP.d. 
· Mr. Paschal, from the same commillee, made the following re• 
po'rt: 

'fhe Internal Improvement .committee, to whom wns referred 
a bill originating in the H.ouse, to incorporate the Texas and 
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Red River T,~le!!raph Company, have had the same under con. 
siderntion, and find that it provides for no exclusive privile,(!es, 
nor for the gran1ing- of any bonus on the part of the State. The 
bdl merely provides for un act of incorporatiou, with power to 
construct and keep i11 operation ·a telegraphic line from the city 
of Galveston to Rttd River. Tbe objP-ct is a la1idable one, an<l 
calculated to benefit the p11 blic at large. Your committee, there
fore, recommend tl1e pass<1ge of the bill. 

All of which is respectfully rerorted, 

Mr. Potter, chairman of the committee on the Judiciary, made 
the following report: 

'!'he Judiciary committee have c'lnsidered a bill to authorize 
the cnncellation of pn1e11ts in cerlain cases. A 11111jority of the 
committee approve of the object of the bill, and think it will snve 
much special legislotion. They also think that in order to fully 
attair;i Che desired oh.iect, some provisions other than tllC'se con
tained in the bill referred nre necessary; the commictee have, 
therefore, directed rne to return tile accompanymg s11bstitnce to 
the Senate, and recommend Jts adoption and the passage of the 
biil. I , 

1\Ir. Sublett, chairman of the committee on Enrolled Bills, 
made the following report: · 

November 29th, ll:l53. 

The committee upon Enrolled Bills have .~xamined an act io 
incorporate the Black Cypress B1idge, Ferry and Turnpike Com
pany; also, nn act to incorporate the Sharon Union School; ench 
of which hns been correctly enrollod,,and this duy submitted to 
the Governor for his sianature. 

Mr. i\fcDade, chnir~an of the commiltee on Counlies and 
County Boundaries, to whom was referred the pet1tio11 of James 
H. Tom, pra~•ing tor a change of the boundary line bet\veen 
Washington and Austin counties, so as to inclode petitioner in 
lhe lntter connty, reported to the Senate the following bitl and 
recommended its passage : 

A bill for the relief of James II. Tom; read first time . 
.Mr. Guinn, from the committee on Eng-rmii;cd bills, reported 

the following bills corrnctly en!!'rossed : 
A bill to more permanently -locale the county sent of Cooke 

countr; 
. A hill to amend the 31st and 6-:1.th sections of nn act to orc-an
ize justice's C()urts, nnd to define the powers and jui-isdictio11 of 
the same, approved March 20th, 1848 ; 


